SUMMARY The first year's work of Bloomsbury terminal care support team has been analysed from routinely recorded information. The patients accepted by the team were of younger average age than all people dying from cancer within the catchment population. The median survival of patients after first contact with the team was 49 days, but survival of patients referred by general practitioners and hospital general physicians was substantially shorter than of those referred by hospital oncologists and radiotherapists. The growing number of district terminal care services suggests the need for continued research to develop guidelines for referral of patients and methods of evaluating the team's work.
The address of the next-of-kin was recorded in the notes for all but four of the patients. In 74 of these the next-of-kin lived at the same address as the patient. Wives were the recorded next-of-kin more than twice as often as husbands, and daughters and sons were each recorded as frequently as husbands. To reflect the presence or absence of social support we separated the referrals into two groups: those with next-of-kin living at the same address, and those with no known next-of-kin or those with next-of-kin living elsewhere. Seventy-four patients in the "supported" category had a median survival of 40 days, whereas 47 patients who were "unsupported" had a median survival of 73 days; insufficient details were available for classification of four referrals. Although the difference fails to reach conventional significance (Breslow's statistic = 3-36, df = 1, p =0-067; 90% confidence to detect a 100% difference at p = 0.05), it might be expected that earlier referral would occur when patients are living apart from their relatives.
REFERRAL
We divided referrals to the team into four groups: from general practitioners (n = 20), from general hospital consultants (n = 45), from oncologists (n = 18), and from radiotherapists (n = 42). Table 3 shows the pattern of referral over time. There was a large number of patients in the starting-up period, which fell and then began to increase again. 
